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Abstract

The aim - an assessment of the organization of the treatment of
patients with chemoresistant tuberculosis (MR TB).

Materials and methods. Expert assessment of the organization of MR
TB treatment was conducted in 27 administrative territories (AT) of Ukraine
with a specially-designed questionnaire.

Results. According to experts-phthisiologists opinion from regions
the state of treatment organization of patients with MR TB is poor in terms
of infrastructure, material support, and treatment conditions. An infection
control at hospitals is insufficient (lack of boxes, ventilation systems, UV
lamp, masks, respirators; patients, producing drug-resistant MBT are not
always separated). There is a low adherence of patients to treatment,
causing interruption of the intensive phase of treatment in 34.6 % of cases.
Despite the need for involuntary treatment this kind of treatment is
difficult to organize due to imbalanced penitentiary system. The rate of
surgery in MR TB cases is low. Out-patient management of TB patients is
not effectively used. In most regions the social support of patients with MR
TB is not applicable or estimated by experts as unsatisfactory. Specialists-
phthisiologists in most regions could not determine their needs for
improvement of specialized care.

Conclusion. Expert assessment of the organization of treatment of
patients with MR TB proves the need for its improvement, including the
development of guiding documents for surgical interventions, the use of
the sanatoriums, providing social support, etc. However, territorial needs
to ensure the organization of treatment of patients with MR TB should be
calculated first and well-balanced economical grounds to be worked out.
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